
Dear Dave Barnes, 

I hope this email finds you well. My name is Nelly Bazarova, and currently I’m the 

President of the Webster Humanitarian Association (WHA). If you would just allow 

me to say that it has been a pleasure to work with you and the Westlake Community 

Trust by selling those beautiful necklaces. Each year their demand grows along with 

their popularity. 

I would like to inform you of the projects and events that we are currently and 

continuously involved in. 

Since 2009, the WHA has raised funds and supplied the primary school in Srebrenica 

with chemistry and biology equipment. For the first time since the end of the war, 

teachers can call upon the use of models and other interactive learning materials to 

support their study of biology and chemistry in the classroom. We are currently 

considering whether to help supply the school with apparatus for their physics classes 

as well. We are also considering helping the smaller school in Potocari to equip a 

heated waiting room (which has been requested by the school’s director) and a 

minimal playground for the children, so that they may have an appropriate place to 

stay while waiting to be picked up.  

Another ongoing project, the “Big Buddy Project” is located in Medica Zenica.  

The Big Buddy project run by Medica Zenica and financed by the WHA, is a scheme 

aimed at introducing new methods of integration for the most disadvantaged and 

vulnerable children in Zenica BiH. By pairing them with older trained student 

volunteers, there is real potential for trust and security to flourish in a new friendship 

which is hoped will deepen over time.  

 

In collaboration with the Orphanage in Zenica, children between 9 & 13 years thought 

likely to benefit most from the scheme, buddy up with volunteer students from Zenica 

University. Regular time together is reserved. Each buddy pair is given pocket money 

and they enjoy many simple pleasures such as picnics, trips to the cinema, games and 

going out for pizza or ice cream. The training given to volunteers covers a range of 

topics such as violence, emotions, communication and constructive strategies for 

resolving conflict. Over a number of weeks they are equipped to support, care and to 

become good friends with their new buddy.  

 

The students, all female, expressed commitment to their younger buddy, many 

declaring such growing affection and attachment that it felt, to them, more like having 

a younger brother or sister than having a younger friend. Relationships do take a 

while to develop. On average, 4 - 6 months pass before most of the children begin to 

feel settled in their new friendship, but once established, the bond is not is easy to 

break. Six of the buddy pairs from last year insisted on continuing and so form part of 

the group for 2011-12.  

The Women of Srebrenica were given a pasta-making machine a couple of years ago; 

the women were able to produce some pasta, which was delicious. However, having 

no marketing experience and no ready cash, they had to discontinue production. 

Students, along with a professor in one of our graduate marketing classes produced a 

business plan for the Project and we are currently seeking funds on the basis of that 

plan. 



Meanwhile, on campus, we regularly present awareness-raising events. This year, we 

are holding a Refugee Simulation, AIDS day awareness day, Dinner in the Dark, and 

a Week of Tolerance, along with other round table discussions. Each event aims to 

raise awareness about humanitarian issues happening around the world in a creative 

and educational way. 

I would like to stay in contact in order to communicate and broaden our networks. 

Best regards, 

Nelly Bazarova   

 

 


